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Statement

“These images comprise my most recent photographic essay, In Memorium WTC 2001. The series was conceived as a meditation on the victims of the World Trade Center disaster taken in Union Square that shows the world how New York City mourns.

When the disaster first struck, I was adamantly warned by a colleague in California to not try to photograph the smoldering ruins under any circumstances—it was not worth risking my life to make images. But taking photographs of destruction is something I simply will not do anyway. I made my first trip to Union Square on a dark, smoky Saturday night—four days after the catastrophe and I left my camera behind. However, I was mesmerized by the images of monks chanting, incense burning, votives melting and flowers wilting while I was haunted by the pictures of the missing. I returned again and again over the next 10 days—compelled to try to make something that mattered out of this senseless waste of human life.

My intention therefore became the exploration of the spiritual dimension of the disaster and as a photographer who essentially shoots people and places, I chose to focus on reflections of the vanished and the deep contrasts of beauty and sorrow with love and loss. Over time, the memorial itself transformed from the spiritual to the political as mourning changed into anger and grief became the desire for revenge. And as the over-illuminated media descended in droves, the spirituality of the moment was instantly extinguished. On the last trip I made to the square, the memorial itself was gone(wiped away by the NYC Parks Department. It is as if the tribute never happened at all. I am fortunate that I was able to capture these few fleeting moments when I could.”

Postscript

Six months after I am even more chagrined by this administration’s response to “terror”—a convenient tagline that masks a myriad of historical, socio-political, and economic issues.

Rather than evolving into a more insightful understanding of human motivation and a greater appreciation of life, we have destroyed thousands more lives and left massive destruction in our wake—which is a fertile breeding ground for more hatred and death.

Abrogating treaties, denying people’s humanity, refusing to negotiate or even communicate all contributes to the politics of ignorance. And peace does not come from ignorance—we need to know and understand deeper those who oppose us. You make peace not with your friends but with your enemies. We are all united in the basic need to live in peace.

To breathe and know you are alive is wonderful.

Because you are alive everything is possible.

Please don't waste a single moment.

--Thich Nhat Hanh

